THE ARCHIVIST’S POINT
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What is Archivist Lounge?

Archivist Lounge is ...
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Kate, “Archives Next”
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well, what will come next?

The book is available! You should  .ccumese
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Richard, “Reading Archives”

00O < [ readingarchivestheacademy.wordpress.com ] t m)

Reading Archives and the Academy

JULY 21, 2017/
Search ...

Farewell to AER], or Last
Words on the Archival Mission

Prelude Recent Posts

During the week of July 9 | attended my last professional conference,
the Archival Education Research Institute, in Toronto, Canada. This was my
ninth AERI conference, that is, | have attended all of them. It seemed fitting,
therefore, to offer some final comments on the state of the archival profession

Farewell to AERI, or Last
Words on the Archival Mission

Transparency and the

and the challenges it faces. My paper, “The Archival Mission in the Post-Truth Art World

Era,” was one of a number at the conference considering this topic. What is

here is a variation of my more formal notes that | drew on for a rather informal All the News That Is Fit
commentary. to Ignore

Introduction High Noon
The archival mission - to preserve crucial historical evidence for purposes
of memory, accountability, and justice - has faced many challenges, from a
lack of resources to inaccurate image to plain neglect, but perhaps not one
as drastic as our present one. Whereas the other challenges have been
difficult to cope with, hindering our ability to support our mission, what we
are now facing is one that stabs at the very heart of what archivists do.
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Archives as Stories, Stories
as Archives
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#1 Branding for Archives



Brand...?
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Volvo




Volvo “Safety”



) VolvoCarCanada @

@volvocarcanada
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This month’s Volvo saved my life story from
Kelton Rossi #/SML on.tb.me/1pMIXky
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Starbucks
“Rewarding Everyday
Moments”
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Think different.
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_Apple, Think different



“What is the first thing
you think of when think

of a library?”
(2005 OCLC Report, 3163 respondents)
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Trust, Authoritative, Privacy = Never
Community 1

Quality 2
Education 4
Learning 9

Free 70




First and foremost with

“Books”
2152 times (68%)




What is the
“Archives brand?”



“What is the first thing
you think of when think
of a Archives?”
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Authenticity Context

Arrangement . :
Archival Descriptio
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_Richard, What Should the Fictional Archivist Look
Like?



“old stuff”

actually be “nothing”,
musty, dusty, old, crumbling
yellowed.

_Kate, What is the “archives” brand?
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What do we see as our
“Brand Essence”
(or core identity)?
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#2 Archives as platform









Everyone wants
to develop platforms
these days




from Portal to “Platform”

_Europeana Strategy 2015-2020



a fancy word



a tricky word
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_Lankes, ‘library as platform’



What'’s our goal?



collect, preserve and
“provide access” to records

_I1SO 15489
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_Kate, “The Future of Archives is Participatory”
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Kate, “The Future of Archives is Participatory”
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_Kate, “The Future of Archives is Participatory”
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_Kate, “The Future of Archives is Participatory”



“I’'m your user. I’'m
supposed to be the
protagonist. I’'m on a
hero’s journey.”

_Kathy Sierra
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sense of meaning, purpose
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Belonging and love needs
intimate relationships, friends

Safety needs
security, safety

Physiological needs
water, warmth, rest



#3 Archives as verb



“Qj\_”, “uHi'",’Ekl gl
A ZES



“Fa7, “OfH]” 2 Aol
Of7to|2= = HA}



Raua !:ﬂf‘m l'lnll‘.]:fl'ln 1 r'“'m TREC
oy ‘ \ ‘y{ an 2 (7
n .

muu-ann*\* LAl LLAES THWM

'1
e *1-:—7"-('- 'w‘”‘ Sl oﬂvnnﬂ"t (V1) Y 1 SR/ rv
A .‘)\f\'){';\\
~

i
A |
> - |




S&¢e MH[A=

SAZL OFEl SALt LT



u;I.E=
= OH!!!







““‘Snow Fall’ has
actually become a verb”

Jill Abramson, NYT

nytimes.com

Ehe New Jork Times

Snow Fall

The Avalanche at Tunnel Creek
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Archival Service






It was a small world
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for “hero’s journey”



curation






Archives
V.
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view of point



something old,
something new.




How / What



How



Hommage,



CopyCat




Apple vs. Xiaomi




Gudak vs. Snapkik

" 4

Processing
Laboratory

PRESS

Gudak R “ é

i

24 shoots for every 12hrs available random lightleak filters!
Wait up Full-3days after you finish your roll to develop
Development process will not start unless you finish the roll
There is no PREVIEW!! Believe your Instinct!! Have funl!
Brought to you by Screw—bar.com

&
23

SNAPKIK

Look at the world through the viewfinder .-\
and prepare for a pleasant surprise after every roll of film. P R E S S
There are 24 shots per film roll - once the roll is full, Processing

you can start developing your photos. After 24 hours, Laboratory

your photos will be ready for you to enjoy!

o s e

Date Stamp Do not open Away from
your subject
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What
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“Needs are diverse,
complex and quirky”

_ Matt edgar, UK, GDS
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1. understand user needs
2. do ongoing user research

_UK GDS,
“Digital service standard”



Who are our users?
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_Alain de Botton, ‘A Week at the Airport: A Heathrow
Diary’
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